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Pet Empathy &
Appreciation
Workshop THE EMPATHY ARK

S erena G an d h | | girl scouts Through a series of fun activities, young readers will explore the world of

of northern california pets, from dogs and cats to hamsters and fish, as they discover ways to
care for and improve the lives of these beloved animal companions. With
coloring pages, word games, and heartwarming stories of real-life pet
heroes, this book not only entertains but also instills empathy and
kindness in young hearts.
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¢ Welcome!

Video #7- Addressing Pet Abuse and Promoting

@ Animal Welfare




What is Animal Welfare?

Animal welfare refers to the well-being of animals, ensuring
they have good health, comfort, nutrition, safety, and are able
to express natural behaviors. It includes preventing and
addressing issues such as neglect, cruelty, and exploitation.



Q¥ WHAT IS PET ABUSE?

* Pet abuse, also known as animal cruelty, refers to the intentional harm, neglect, or
mistreatment of pets, such as dogs, cats, and other domesticated animals. It
encompasses various actions that cause suffering, injury, or death to animals that
people keep as companions. Pet abuse can take many forms, including physical
violence, neglect, abandonment, lack of proper care (e.g., food, water, shelter, and
medical attention), confinement in inhumane conditions, and other harmful actions. It
is considered a crime in many jurisdictions and is subject to legal penalties. Protecting
pets from abuse is essential for their well-being and is often regulated by animal
welfare laws and organizations.




ACTIVE CRUELTY

Active cruelty involves deliberate actions taken to harm or cause
suffering to a pet. These actions are often intentional and may
include:

* Physical Abuse: Inflicting pain or physical harm on a pet
through actions like hitting, kicking, choking, or any form of
violence.

¢ Violent Discipline: Using excessive or harmful methods to
discipline a pet, such as beating or using harsh training
techniques.

¢ Animal Fighting: Organizing or participating in illegal activities
like dogfighting or cockfighting, where animals are forced to
fight for entertainment.

¢ Mutilation: Performing cosmetic surgeries on pets, such as tail
docking, ear cropping, or declawing, without a medical
necessity.

¢ Poisoning: Deliberately giving pets harmful substances or toxic
food, which can lead to severe illness or death.

¢ Abandonment: Deserting a pet in a location "
where it cannot fend for itself, leading to ’ X
suffering and potential harm. W

PASSIVE CRUELTY

Passive cruelty involves neglect or indifference to a pet's well-being.
While it may not involve direct physical harm, it can still lead to
suffering and harm through neglectful actions or inaction. Passive
cruelty includes:

» Neglect: Failing to provide proper food, water, shelter, and
medical care for a pet, which can result in suffering or even death.

Chaining or Tethering: Leaving a pet tied up or chained for
extended periods without access to proper care, social

interaction, or exercise.

Hoarding: Collecting an excessive number of pets without
providing adequate care and living conditions, causing
overcrowding and neglect.

* Inadequate Shelter: Providing insufficient shelter that doesn't
protect a pet from harsh weather conditions, leading to suffering.

¢ Inadequate Healthcare: Failing to provide necessary medical
attention and veterinary care when a pet is sick or injured.

Isolation: Keeping a pet isolated or confined for

extended periods without mental stimulation
or social interaction.




Homeless and
Abandoned
Animals

Millions of animals end up in shelters
every year due to abandonment or
homelessness. Supporting adoption,
spaying/neutering, and responsible
ownership can help reduce this problem.
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} Puppy Mills and
Backyard

Breeding

Puppy mills and backyard breeding
can lead to unhealthy animals with
poor living conditions. Educate others
about responsible breeding practices
and adopt from reputable sources.




Animal Testing

Animals are
sometimes used for
testing cosmetics and
products. Support
cruelty-free brands
and advocate for
alternatives to animal
testing.




Animal Entertainment

Animals in
entertainment, such
as circuses and shows,
may suffer from poor
treatment and living
conditions. Choose
animal-friendly forms
of entertainment and
speak out against
exploitative practices




Exotic Pet Trade

A The exotic pet trade can lead to
the mistreatment of animals and
the disruption of ecosystems.
Avoid owning exotic pets and
educate others about the risks.
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PREVENT PET CRUELTY:
11 EASY TIPS

Adopt, Don't Shop: Choose shelters over breeders.
Spay/Neuter: Control the pet population.

Proper Care: Provide food, shelter, and healthcare.
Positive Training: Use reward-based training
methods.

ID and Microchip: Ensure proper identification.
Socialization: Help pets be well-adjusted.

Report Abuse: Speak up about cruelty or neglect.
Support Shelters: Donate and volunteer.
Education: Learn and spread awareness.
Advocate Laws: Back animal protection legislation.
Be Aware of Abuse: Watch for signs and report it!

"How you treat animals will
tell me what kind of person you are".




101 LEGISLATION PROTECTING
\//‘9 PETSINTHEUS

¢ Federal Laws: Animal Welfare Act - Protects pets in research
and pet stores.

e State Laws: Anti-cruelty, Puppy Lemon, Animal Control,
Spay/Neuter, Dangerous Dog, and Service Animal laws vary by

state.

¢ Local Ordinances: Municipal laws on licensing, leash rules, and
breed-specific regulations.

¢ Spay/Neuter Laws: Aim to control pet overpopulation.

¢ ADA & FHA: Protect rights of service animal users.

¢ Import & Quarantine: The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) regulate
pet imports.

¢ Pet Theft Laws: Criminalize stealing pets.

¢ Pet Trusts: Some states allow trusts for pet care.




TAKING ACTION:

HOW TO REPORT ANIMAL ABUSE

» Observe and document
* Prioritize safety

* Gather details

» Contact authorities

* Provide information

» Use anonymous reporting if needed
¢ Legal consultation if severe

¢ Follow up

* Spread awareness

e Cooperate with legal actions
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‘® PENALTIES
FOR PET ABUSE OFFENSES

e Fines

¢ Imprisonment

¢ Probation

e Animal forfeiture

e Restrictions on pet ownership
e Criminal records

e Restitution

e Civil lawsuits

lt's important to note that laws and penalties for pet abuse offenses
can vary by state, and local ordinances may add additional
penalties or regulations. The severity of the penalties often depends
on the level of harm inflicted on the pet, whether the abuse was
intentional, and whether the offender has a history of animal
cruelty. In many cases, authorities take these offenses seriously and
work to protect the welfare of animals.




PROMINENT ANIMAL WELFARE @l

ORGANIZATIONS IN UNITED STATES

American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA): Known for its o
comprehensive efforts in preventing mpm
cruelty to animals, providing rescue WE ARE THEIR VOICE?

and rehabilitation services, and
advocating for animal welfare.

Humane Society of the United States

h‘n’k'ﬂm A | (HSUS): The largest animal protection

W hﬁ/r organization in the U.S., addressing a
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\ l‘ wide range of animal welfare issues and
advocating for the well-being of
THE HUMANE SOCIETY < ; "
OF THE UNITED STATES animals through various campaigns and
programs.

People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA): A leading advocate
for animal rights and against animal

abuse, conducting investigations and

running awareness campaigns to
protect animals.




Complete

e Animal Abuse and Neglect Identification Worksheet
e Pet Cruelty Glossary
e X Marks the Spot
e Name that Animal Phobia



See you In
the next
workshop!




